
August 5, 2019 

Friends: 

We send you a fraternal and revolutionary embrace. We know that relations of solidarity are even stronger in times of 
repression. Our nation has suffered pain, despair, and uncertainty since the time of Spanish colonization. Our people 
have spent many generations in struggle. And today, when we had naïvely thought that coups d’etat had been 
relegated to Latin America’s dark past, the war-hungry hawks of the north—enemies of democracy, freedom, and 
self-determination—demolished our country’s meager progress in one fell swoop. It has taken them two electoral 
frauds and continuous violations of the already obsolete Constitution of the Honduran Republic to maintain the 
dictatorship in power. 

In response to this situation, the nation took to the streets in defense of the victory obtained at the ballot box [in 
2017]. Many Hondurans have been assassinated, forced into exile, persecuted and criminalized. Many of those in the 
latter category have been released to defend themselves in court, but the three of us and Gustavo Cáceres in El 
Progreso remain in pretrial detention, having been denied due process, impartiality and individual protections. 

We are imprisoned in the La Tolva Maximum Security Penitentiary Center, built for members of gangs and organized 
crime networks and extremely violent prisoners. As such, the prisons are internally controlled by those dangerous 
actors, which means that our personal security is in their hands, rather than in those of the authorities. We have 
suffered verbal and physical attacks and even death threats. We have issued complaints, with witnesses and full 
names of our attackers, but the authorities have ignored us. For this reason, we have made the decision to take 
measures to pressure the authorities, due to the urgent need to protect our bodily integrity and our lives. 

This is necessary since we have received nothing but further repression and hostility in response to our complaints. 
For example, we have been shut into an improvised cell that does not meet the most basic conditions for humane 
imprisonment, since it lacks running water, toilet, ventilation, drinking water, and the temperature is so high that it is 
nearly impossible to sleep at night. 

Today, on August 5, we begin another effort to make ourselves heard by the government through a hunger strike, 
since our lives are already in danger in the hands of the organized criminals in the government. It is a final attempt to 
make these indifferent authorities do something about our situation. 

We share with our nation the indignation of witnessing the treatment of white collar criminals like Callejas, Elvin 
Santos, Lena Gutierrez, Antonio Rivera Callejas, Ramon Lobo, Antonio “Tony” Hernandez, Miguel Pastor, the 
murderous soldiers and police, and the intellectual authors of the murder of our friend Berta Cáceres—who we know 
will never face trial—while we continue to be imprisoned, accused of common crimes like damage to private property, 
protesting, and raising our voices against injustices and social inequality, in the same way that students, organized 
teachers, Garífunas and indigenous peoples are criminalized. 

We speak to you with one voice from in here, to tell you that they will never silence our voices demanding justice. As 
long as there is social inequality, the people will always be prepared to rise up in anger. Because we have chosen the 
difficult path: we have chosen freedom over subservience, we have chosen peace over violence, freedom over 
oppression, and we have chosen struggle, to build a better world. 

HASTA LA VICTORIA SIEMPRE, COMRADES 

From Edwin Robelo Espinal, Rommel Baldemar Herrera Portillo and Raúl Eduardo Alvarez Ordoñez 

	


