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EDUCATION 
 
2004 University of California at Berkeley 

 
Ph.D. in Anthropology, May 2004 

Dissertation: Manufacturing Subjects: Violence, Alcohol and the Maquiladora 
Industry in Honduras  
Committee: Stanley Brandes (chair), Laura Nader, Lee Ann Kaskutas, Harley 
Shaiken 

 
M.A. in Demography, 1999 
M.A. in Anthropology, 1998 
 

1998  Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea 
Studied Korean language 
 

1994 Colegio de México, Mexico City 
Studied feminist theory 
 

1993 Brown University, Providence, RI 
B.A. with honors in Anthropology 
 

1993 Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea 
Studied Korean language and culture 
 

1990-91 Universidad de las Américas, Puebla, Mexico  
Studied Spanish language and Mexican Anthropology 

  
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
Assistant Professor  American University Anthropology Department, Fall 2009-present 

American University in Cairo, Anthropology Unit, Fall 2007-Spring 2009  

Lecturer Continuing education course series on the political economics of health 
care for Registered Nurses, Institute for Health and Socioeconomic 
Policy/ California Nurses Association, 2004-2007 

Introduction to Sociology, Patten College Program at San Quentin State 
Prison, Summer 2001 

Head Graduate 
Student Instructor 

Introduction to Anthropology, Prof. Stanley Brandes, UCB, Spring 2002 

Medical Anthropology, Prof. Nancy Scheper-Hughes, UCB, Fall 2001 

Graduate Student 
Instructor 

Introduction to Anthropology, Prof. Nancy Scheper-Hughes, UCB, 
Spring 2004 & Spring 2001 

The Development of World Civilizations, Prof. Alex Saragoza, UCB, 
Spring 1997 
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OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
10/2009-
present 
  

Senior Research Associate, Council on Hemispheric Affairs 
 

6/2004-5/2007 Researcher/Lead Educator, Institute for Health and Socioeconomic 
Policy/CNA 
Health care industry research & policy analysis; CE course development for 
RNs; public advocacy through television, print media interviews and op-ed 
pieces 
 

2/2003-2/2004 Recording Secretary, Berkeley Unit, UAW Local 2865 
Bargaining team and Joint Council member, chief grievance handler, organizer  
  

10/2002- 
2/2003 

Trustee, UAW Local 2865 
Executive Board and Joint Council member, performed internal audit  
 

8/2000-6/2002 EPI Interviewer 1, Public Health Institute 
Interviewed subjects for the Kaiser SMART Study, P.I. Lee Kaskutas 
 

6/1999-
10/1999 

Principal Investigator for project “Mitch, Maquiladoras y Mujeres”   
Designed and supervised the implementation of extensive demographic 
household survey and conducted ethnographic research in Choloma, an 
industrial center on the north coast of Honduras 
 

12/1998-
5/1999 

Research Assistant for Professor Elizabeth Katz, Columbia University 
Analyzed data from Ecuadorian migration, health care utilization surveys in 
SPSS 
 

2/1997-3/1998 Graduate Student Researcher for Professor Stanley Brandes, U.C. Berkeley 
Conducted research on alcoholism in Mexico and translated life histories of 
Mexican alcoholics for the book Staying Sober in Mexico City 

 
TEACHING AREAS 
 

 

Medical Anthropology 
Public Anthropology 
Anthropology of Mexico and Central America 
Anthropology of Migration 
Anthropology of Gender 
Ethnographic Methods 

Anthropology of Neoliberalism 
Anthropology of Drugs and Alcohol 
Anthropology of Violence 
Anthropology of Science and Technology 
Anthropology of Work 
Demographic Anthropology 

 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 
Geographic Areas: United States, Central America, Mexico, Korea, Egypt 

Themes: 
 

Violence 
Migration 
Gender 

Health Care 
Technology & the Body 
Political Economy 

Labor Justice 
Human Rights 
Drug and Alcohol Studies 
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GRANTS and AWARDS 
 

• AU CAS Grant: Center for Community Voice collaborative video project with LCDP, 2010 

• AUC Conference Grants: 2008 Mead Film Festival & AUC Before Community, 2009 

• Civic Engagement Grant, Gerhart Center for Philanthropy and Civic Engagement, 2008 

• NIAAA Grant for Graduate Research Training on Alcohol Problems, 2001- 2003 

• RAND Foundation Small Central American Grant Program, Summer 1999 

• Center for Latin American Studies Summer Research Grant, Summer 1999 

• Andrew W. Mellon Foundation grant to study Anthropological Demography, 1998-2000 

• Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship, Korean studies, 1998-99 

• Lowie Award to conduct fieldwork in Honduras. U.C. Berkeley, 1997 and 1996 

• Social Science Research Grant to conduct fieldwork in Honduras. U.C. Berkeley, 1997 

• Korea Foundation Graduate Scholarship Award for Korean Studies, 1996 

• William Gaston Scholarship in Anthropology awarded for honors thesis. Brown U., 1993  

 
 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS  
 

• Working Hard, Drinking Hard: On Violence and Survival in Honduras, University of 
California Press Public Anthropology Series, 2008 

•  “Honduras’ Porfirio “Pepe” Lobo: Another Disaster for Central American Democracy 
Waiting in the Wing” (Washington, DC: Council on Hemispheric Affairs, January 26, 2009) 

• “The Honduran Coup: Fiction and Fact,” Upside Down World, July 29, 2009 
• Waging War on the Wageless:Extrajudicial Killing, Private Armies & the Poor of Honduras,” 

in The War Machine and Global Health: The Human Costs of Armed Conflict and the 
Violence Industry, ed. Merrill Singer and G. D. Hodge, Altamira Press, 2009 

• “‘Tu eres gallo...pero la de los huevos soy yo’: producción y género en las maquiladoras de 
Honduras" in Revista TRACE, June 2009 

• “Child Labor in Honduras” in Child Labor World Atlas: a Reference Encyclopedia, ed. Hugh 
Hindman, ME Sharpe, 2008 

• “Working Hard, Drinking Hard” in Upside Down World, Thursday, 21 August 2008  
Forthcoming: 

• “Solidarity Anthropology: How to Keep Health Care from Becoming Science Fiction” in 
Studying Up, Down, and Sideways, ed. R. Striker and R. Gonzalez, forthcoming 2010 

• “Mercenary Justice and Masculinity in Urban Honduras,” in a special “Visioning the Urban,” 
edition of Gender, Place and Culture, forthcoming 2010 

• “Borderland Rumors and the Corporatization of U.S. Healthcare,” forthcoming in a special 
edition of Medical Anthropology, 2011 
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PRESENTATIONS and INVITED LECTURES 
 

• “Race, Inequality and Justice in the context of the Honduran Coup,” plenary session, 
Abriendo Brecha conference, UT Austin, February 2010   

• “Honduras and 21st Century Fascism: Have the Masks Come Off?” Invited lecture, Center 
for Latin American and Caribbean Studies (LACS), University of Michigan, February 2010 

• “El golpismo y la falta de democracia estadounidense” in “Mesa-Debate: Una visión 
histórica del Golpe de Estado en Honduras,” CIDE, Mexico DF, February 2010 

• "Sex, Guns, and Sweatshops: A Discussion of Socioeconomic Issues in Honduras,” invited 
lecture, Georgetown University, November 2009 

• “Solidarity Anthropology,” keynote address, Public Anthropology Conference, American 
University, October 2009  

• “Ethical Complexities in Militant Anthropology Following the 2009 Honduran Coup” Public 
Anthropology Conference, American University October 2009 

• “How May I Provide You With Excellent Care Today?” How RNs are Taught to “Care” for 
the Bottom Line, Society for Medical Anthropology Meetings, New Haven, September 2009 

• “Media Repression and Resistance in Post-Coup Honduras” at “Community Media in times 
of popular struggle, political mobilization, and repression- from Venezuela to Oaxaca to 
Honduras,” public event, Philadelphia Free Library, July 2009 

• “Mercenary Justice: Privatized Crime Control in Honduras” in “Impunity & Violence: 
Workshop on New Approaches & Debates on Violence in Central America” LASA, Rio de 
Janeiro, June 2009 

• “Neoliberalism as War: How the Infernal Machine Destroys Honduran Bodies” at invited 
workshop “Neoliberal Lifeworlds: Gender, Mobility, Desire,” Cairo, March 2009 

• “Borderland Rumors and the Corporatization of U.S. Healthcare,” AAA, SF, Nov.2008 
• “Making Anthropology into a Public Issue,” forum organized by N. Scheper-Hughes in the 

Public Anthropology Series “Critical Thinking for Critical Times,” Berkeley, November 2008 
• “The International War Machine and Health: The Case of Honduras,” Lecture presented at 

the Leonard Davis Institute at Colonial Penn Center, U Penn, August 2008 
• “Expert-Witnessing Asylum: Human Rights Limitations in a Global Arena,” SSSP meetings, 

Boston, July 2008 
• “Mercenaries, Massacres and Maquilas,” Washington Office on Latin America, July 2008 
• “Mercenary Justice and Masculinity in Urban Honduras,” The Cynthia Nelson Institute for 

Gender and Women's Studies Visioning the Urban Workshop, Cairo, May 2008 
• "Gender Solidarity Work: (Lucrative) Possibilities for Practice Outside the 

Corporate/Development Industry," IGWS “Gender Work” lecture series, AUC, May 2008 
• “Hollywood Locos: Honduran Gangs From Reagan to Schwarzenegger,” Humanities and 

Social Sciences Dean’s lecture series, American University in Cairo, February 2008 
• “Health Information Technology, Alienation, and Increasing U.S. Health Disparities,” AAA 

meetings, Washington, D.C., November 2007 
• "The Health Epidemic: Therapy Society and Eroding Public Health," Shaping San 

Francisco talk at CounterPULSE, January 2007 
• “Day of the Dead at the S.F. Hilton,” Symposium in honor of Professor Stanley Brandes, 

alternate AAA meetings, Berkeley, November 2004 
• “Getting Drunk and Getting Sober in Honduras,” Advanced Alcohol Research Seminar, 

Alcohol Research Group, Berkeley, March 2003 
• “Speech, Alcohol and Danger in Honduras,” AAG meetings, NOLA, March 2003 
• “Genocide, Alcohol, and the Maquiladora Industry in Honduras,” AAA NOLA, Nov. 2002 
• “Maquilando Progreso: Making ‘Progress’ in Honduras,” AAG meetings, L.A., March 2002 
• “Mitch, Maquiladoras y Mujeres,” AAA Meetings, Chicago, November 1999 
• “Los roles cambiantes de mujeres tlatzingueñas,” 3rd Cholula Symposium, UDLA Puebla, 

Mexico, July 1992 
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SKILLS and CERTIFICATIONS 
 
Leadership 
 

Organized successful Margaret Mead International Traveling Film Festival at 
AUC, coordinating numerous student volunteers; supervised 16 graduate 
teaching assistants as Head Graduate Student Instructor for Introduction to 
Cultural Anthropology and Critical Medical Anthropology at Berkeley 

Media Presentations on television, radio, and in print media in English and Spanish; 
Provide expert opinion on health care, patient safety, campaign finance, the 
maquila industry, crime control policy, international trade and migration 

Negotiation 
 

Head bargaining team member for 2003-2006 UAW contract covering 11,000 
academic student employees in the University of California system 

Expert 
Witness 

Have served as expert witness in U.S. federal court for dozens of Central 
American asylum seekers  

Human 
Subjects 

National Institute of Health "Human Participant Protections Education for 
Research Teams" certification received on July 30, 2001 

Languages  
 

Spanish (fluent), Korean (proficient), Arabic, French, Nahuatl (conversational) 

Computers 
 

Experienced in SPSS, Microsoft Office, OpenOffice, blog design and xhtml/html 
coding,  Adobe Suite, basic video editing, basic Unix, Apple and PC 

Web Design 
 

Design and maintain websites and blogs for anthropology courses and section 
sites to elucidate teaching philosophy and facilitate student participation  

Ethnography
  

Fieldnote blogs (since 2002) allow for immediate feedback from a broad 
audience including subjects, peers, and students (http://quotha.net) 

 
AFFILIATIONS 
 
American Anthropological Association Association for Feminist Anthropology  
Society for Medical Anthropology Latin American Studies Association 
Society for Applied Anthropology Society for the Study of Social Problems 

REFERENCES 
 
Professor Stanley Brandes 
Department of Anthropology, UC Berkeley 
232 Kroeber Hall 
Berkeley, CA 94720-3710 
email: brandes@berkeley.edu 
phone: 510.642.6945 
 

Professor Philippe Bourgois 
Anthropology and Family & Community Medicine 
University of Pennsylvania 
3260 South Street, Philadelphia PA 19104-6398 
email: bourgois@sas.upenn.edu  
phone:  215.746.1937 
 

Professor Nancy Scheper-Hughes 
Department of Anthropology, UC Berkeley 
232 Kroeber Hall 
Berkeley, CA 94720-3710 
email: nsh@berkeley.edu  
phone: 510.642.2634 
 

Professor Laura Nader  
Department of Anthropology, UC Berkeley 
232 Kroeber Hall 
Berkeley, CA 94720-3710 
phone: 510.642.1218 
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